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[ Abstract] Objective: To analyse the process and characteristics of the stretcher action of Safe Motherhood Pro-
gram in Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and the role of civil society organizations (CSOs). Methods: Qualitative
approaches including literature review and key informants interviews were used. Results; The stretcher action of Safe
Motherhood Program was generated under the specific rural poor geographic, economic and traffic conditions. It was
launched by the government and mainly implemented by the special CSOs such as Youth League and the Women U-
nion. The action gained supports from many other CSOs and individuals and it successfully became a part of green
channel for obstetric referral of the Safe Motherhood Program in Guangxi rural areas. Conclusion: The stretcher action
attracted universal recogonision from the whole society and high commitment from all levels of Guangxi government.
The Communist Youth League and the Women Union, as a special type of CSOs played the major roles in the policy
implementation process and many other CSOs gradually participated in the action. The action process indicates that
the roles of CSOs are becoming more and more important in Chinese policy process. However, the roles of CSOs in
the policy making process still need to be further strengthened.
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