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Congratulatory Letters

Health policy research is an important but often neglected area of research, so I am very pleased to see China take the
initiative in launching the Chinese Journal of Health Policy. There are many aspects of health policy research which
need urgent attention in order for the findings to inform policy development with the best evidence on what works, es-
pecially in local contexts. In addition to research on various aspects of health policy which are of interest to China,
such as health systems financing, governance, service delivery, human resources and medicines policy, research in
health policy must also address the question of what are the best processes and mechanisms by which scientific evi-
dence gets translated into effective and sustainable policies. In the context of a diverse country like China, with its
multitude of complex health policy challenges, the Journal has the potential to contribute very significantly to scholar-
ship and thinking in this field which can advance health policy development in the country, and also be shared with

the international research community.

The launching of the Chinese Journal of Health Policy is a very timely and important initiative and the World Health

Organization wishes the Journal all the very best in advancing knowledge in this very important area.

Dr Tikki Pang, Director, Research Policy & Cooperation, World Health Organization, Geneva, Switzerland.
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WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific warmly welcomes the initiative of the Chinese Academy of Medical Sci-
ences in launching the Chinese Journal of Health Policy. Academic research and debate on health policy issues are

very much needed as China considers reforms in health service delivery and financing.

In September 2008, the fifty-ninth session of the Regional Committee for the Western Pacific discussed the need for
more research and analysis of health systems and policies. The Chinese Journal of Health Policy is a very timely re-
sponse to the Regional Committees request for better analysis of country-specific health systems challenges. This new
Journal will not only stimulate health policy research and help to disseminate findings from such research, contribu-
ting to more evidence-informed policymaking, but it also will support comparative health systems and policy analysis

in the Region. We wish great success to the Chinese Journal of Health Policy.

Dr Henk Bekedam , Director, Health Sector Development, WHO Western Pacific Regional Office, Manila, Philippines.
Dr Reijo Salmela, Medical Officer ( Regional focal point for health research) , WHO Western Pacific Regional Office,
Manila , Philippines.
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