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[ Abstract] This article reviews the evolution of the WHO concept of essential medicines, and summaries its
practices in typical member states including both developing countries and developed countries. The focused experi-
ences and lessons are including: 1) securing the quality and safety of essential medicines, 2) establishing efficient,

transparent and equal medicine procurement and supply system, 3) coordinating objectives of government agencies

and interests of stakeholders through establishing comprehensive National Medicines Policy.
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