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[ Abstract ] Objectives: This article discusses the definition and scope of drug safety, and is to identify the main
risk factors in China. Methods: A systematic review was conducted through searching English database such as
PubMed and some web sources to analyze, scope, and synthesize the definition and scope of drug safety, as well as
the strategies and implementations of securing drug safety by using literatures within recent ten years. In addition, a
quanlitative reviews was undertaken to describe the understanding of the definition and scope of drug safety through
reviewing drug safety administrators, health personnel, and specialists. The review was also included their attitudes of
the importance of drug safety. Results: 290 literatures were included and six of them gave the definition of drug safe-

ty. Those included literatures focused on adverse drug reactions/events to monitor, prevent medication errors, risk
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management, as well as drug accessibility. The scope of drug safety mainly included drug monitoring, adverse drug

reactions/events, drug security, drug research and development, pharmaceutical production, the flow of drugs, using

and information of drugs. Depth interviews showed that the quality issues and inappropriate use of drugs were major

influence factors. Conclusion; This article concluded that drug safety should be defined as a status that the external

and internal risk be eliminated by supervising, besides necessary supply and information feedback. In addition, the

scope of drug safety was defined as appropriate quality, acceptable adverse reaction risk, none of medical error and

accessibility.

[ Key words ] Drug safety, Definition, Scope, Systematic review, Qualitative interview
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