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Reflections on 60 years development of health insurance system in China . retrospect and prospect
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[ Abstract] This paper traces back the development of Chinese health insurance system since 1949, especially
the great reform and restructure during the last 30 years. China’s health insurance system, consisted of Government
Insurance Scheme, Labor Insurance Scheme and Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme was founded in 1950s, but it was
unable to meet the demands of the development of socialist market economy, and more and more flaws in this old sys-
tem emerged , so the health insurance reform and restructure was urgent. Under this circumstances, through the ele-
mentarily exploration during 1978-1992, the framework construction during 1993-2002, and the full scale advance
since 2003, new theoretical framework has been constructed gradually, the relation between rights and obligations has
been harmonized, and the coverage of the health insurance has been enlarged, so the new system suitable for the so-
cialist market economy has been established preliminarily.
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