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[ Abstract] The provision of basic health care is largely determined by functions of primary health providers.
This paper analyzes the situation of primary health providers using the data from the 4th National Health Services Sur-

vey and a specific survey. All health services are categorized into three groups according to their priorities for deliver-
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y. About 1/3 primary health providers in both rural and urban areas cannot provide the top priority of health care, ru-

ral health providers are weaker than urban primary health providers in deliverying basic health care. Rural township

health centers and urban community health centers delivered less than 70% of the essential health care, while village

clinics and community health stations can provide respectively 62% and 77% of the essential healrth care. Lack of

health workers, inadequate capacity of health workers, and shortage of operation funding are the major barriers for de-

liverying basic health services. Capacity building for improving functions of primary health providers should be one of

the key strategies for health systems.
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