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[ Abstract] Objectives: To analyze the financing source of Shanghai total expenditure on health (STEH) , and
compare STEH domestically and internationally. Data and Methods: Under the guidance of National Health Account-
ing (NHA) framework, and referring to the international NHA experiences, this article provided descriptive analysis
on STEH and comparative study. Results: From the year 2001 to 2007, STEH accounts for 3. 84% ~3.98% of
Shanghai GDP. STEH grows by 12.98% annually, almost synchronously with Shanghai GDP. In general the health
financing structure is as follows, the proportion of government health expenditure stay steadily, the social health ex-
penditure grows gradually, and the out-of-pocket( OOP) expenditure declining relatively, which was 20.47% , 57.
34% and 22.19% respectively in 2007. The decline in the proportion of OOP expenditure does not mean that the pa-
tients don’t have any problems on high health expenditures. There are still many hidden problems under this situa-
tion. Recommendations ; Increase the government health input gradually, and set up long-term health investment
mechanisms. The new government health input should mainly focus on primary health care and public health system.
Meanwhile the proportion of OOP expenditure should be controlled under a reasonable range.

[ Key words] Total expenditure on health; Health financing; Government health expenditure; Social health ex-
penditure ; Out-of-pocket health expenditure
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