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[ Abstract] A census was conducted to study the cost and effectiveness in forty five community methadone mainte-
nance treatment (MMT) clinics in Guangdong Province from their initial practice to October 31, 2008, and their per-
formance were evaluated. The total cost and benefit of MMT in Guangdong Province were about 14.43 million RMB and
0.33 billion RMB per year respectively. The median of cost benefit ratio of each clinic was 26: 1. Policy recommenda-
tions for improving performance of MMT were given based on the deficiency in implementation process of MMT in
Guangdong Province. This article suggests that governmental departments strengthen communication and cooperation by
pragmatic attitude; MMT clinics should devote their energies to treatment and ancillary service in order to decrease the
rate of early deletion; defining the standard of inclusion criteria for patients with Guangdong Province’s conditions; pro-
moting the standardization of development, setting up new and improving existing performance assessment mechanisms.
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