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Social capital analysis on doctor-patient relationship
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[ Abstract] Social capital theory rose in the 1990s which provides a new study perspective for establishing a mu-
tual understanding, mutual trust, mutual respect and mutual help harmonious doctor-patient relationship, reducing
medical disputes and maintaining social stability. Harmonious doctor-patient relationship is an important component of
the harmonious society. There are structural constraints and dependencies between social capital theory and the build-
ing of harmonious doctor-patient relationship. The development of China’s current social capital theory in the field of
medical and health is immature; it has seriously hampered the establishment of harmonious doctor-patient relation-
ship. Therefore, we must rebuild confident relationship between doctors and patients, strengthen the rule of law in
medical health and improve social participation mechanisms in medical health, in order to enhance the stock of social
capital in the field of medical and health, and eventually form a healthy and harmonious relationship between doctor
and patient.
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