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The study on availability of essential medicines in community health service institutions
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[ Abstract] In this study, the rate of essential medicines used, essential medicines prescribed rate, essential
medicines in a single prescription and the average number of prescription medicines are the four indicators used to
measure availability of essential medicines from perspective of community health service institutions. It was found that
the values of the four indicators were 27.97% , 43.67% , 0.59 unit and 9. 11% respectively. The availability of es-
sential medicines in community health service institutions is very low. By using TOPSIS method the optimal institution
case is found. Selection of essential medicines, cost-sharing, increasing government investment, effective monitoring
and evaluation and centralized bidding and procurement system of essential medicines, uniformed distribution, zero
mark-up rate sales are of good practices. It is recommended that the implementation of essential medicines and the es-
tablishment of a reasonable compensation mechanism are needed to be found.
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