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Value orientation and political game : health care reform in Unite States
LIU Li-hang
Politics and Administration College, Central South University , Hunan Changsha 410083, China

[ Abstract] The United States Republican Party and Democratic Party have played a long-term political game in
arguing residents’ rights to health and health care and the role of government and market in health care services. In
a review of governmental reform policies from President Roosevelt to President Obama with aspects of political and e-
conomic changes, this article explores the Parties’ policies in terms of value selection, policy decision, and the
trade-off of the role of government and market. The policy conversion showed that; (1) The Parties’ value deter-
mined the health care policy; (2) Health care reform was not just an economic problem but also a political issue;

(3) The managed care basing on an effective combination of the government-led and competitive market should be a

wise choice.
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