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Research progress on the demand for medical care and affecting factors
WANG Yi-qiu, WANG Shu-juan
College of Economics and Management, Nanjing Agricultural University, Jiangsu Nanjing 210095, China

[ Abstract] The demand for medical care is a starting point of that government policymaking in health economic
and health care reform. This paper reviews the empirical research progress on the demand for medical care base on the
micro-data in the past 40 years, and sums up these five factors including demographic factors,health status factors,eco-
nomic factors, medical insurance factors and supply factors. This paper also provides some useful revelations and further
study topics:first of all, there has several types of demand for medical care, and there has different affecting factors on
the different demand for medical care; Secondly, economic factors are the important factors which affect demand for
medical care, so it is importance significance to study the impact of income, price of medical care and medical insur-
ance; finally, the price elasticity, co-payment percentage and endogeneity of model should be taken into consideration
when studying how the New Rural Cooperative Medical System makes impact on the demand for medical care.
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