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[ Abstract] Objective: This article is to understand health chief executives’ attitudes to the health care reform
in prefecture level cities, in order to evaluate the situation, identify problems, and to promote the implementation of
health care reforms. Methods: The paper investigates 34 health chief executives in prefecture level cities cross 29
provinces using structured and semi-structured questionnaires and group interviews. Results: (1) Health chief execu-
tives in prefecture level cities have a good understanding of fundamental rules of health care undertakings and objec-

" separation between government administration

tives of health care system reform, but have a vague awareness of the
and business operations" and functional orientations of public hospitals; (2) The main obstacles to health care reform
are the decentralization of management system, lack of capital investment, unreasonable structure, and the financial
burden to local governments; (3) The local health administrators in the survey cities thought that the condition to
make the reform successful is to clearly sole the managerial mechanism, establish the institutionalized and sustainable
compensation mechanisms, and to solve the cost sharing mechanisms among different level of administrations. Mean-

while, the government should strengthen training of grass-roots professional talents to improve the capacity of talents.
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