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Analysis on difficulties of five priorities of health care reform——survey for chief executives in
some prefecture level cities

WEI Xiao, DAI Tao, ZHU Xiao-li, XIE Yu

Center for Health Policy and Management, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Beijing 100020, China

[ Abstract] Objective: This article is to investigate and analyze the chief executives’ views in prefecture level
cities in terms of the achievements and problems of the five priority reform programs, and to timely summary the expe-
rience to promote the implementation of health care reform. Methods; The questionnaire survey and interviews for the
34 health chief executives in prefecture level cities are conducted, and the statistical analysis methods and generaliza-
tion are used to analyze the data and information. Results: After ranking the importance of the difficulties and prob-
lems of five priorities of health reform, the study shows that; (1) The basic medical security system is rapidly advan-
cing, but there are still problems in terms of sustainable funding and funding management; (2)The establishment of
grass-roots health care services system has achieved remarkable progress, but shortage of grass-roots professional tal-
ents has become the main issue; (3)The institutionalization and standardization of equalization of basic public health
services should be taken into further consideration; (4 ) National essential medicines system has a promising future,
which needs to focus on key issues; (5)The direction and path of public hospital reform are not yet clear. Recom-
mendations ; (1) Sustainable, stable, and reasonable health financing mechanisms is of essential assurance to the pro-
motion of health reform; (2) The local government should explore ways of health reform, and find the appropriate
ways for the transformation mechanism from bottom to top; (3) National essential medicines system has made clear of
reform strategies as comprehensive and coordinated; (4)The practice of public hospital reform should be started from

the uniformed thought; (5)The interpretations and researches of five priorities of health reform policy should be fur-
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ther developed and more targeted.
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