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The definition of dispensing fee and the methods of estimation in China
ZHANG Ya-bing, ZHANG Dan, HE Jiang-jiang, HU Shan-lian
Shanghai Health Development and Research Center, Shanghai 200040, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To clarify the definition of dispensing fee and its estimation in China. Method: The pa-
per reviews policy documents in China recent health care reform and literature retrieve of international and domestic
journals. On the basis of definition of dispensing fee, the authors used the database of National Health Finance in
2008 published by the Department of Finance and Planning, Ministry of Health. The indicators used in calculation
include drug mark-up, total drug expenditure and it minus drug cost and the salary, wages, and welfare fees of phar-
macists in hospitals, total number of ambulatory visits and hospital bed-days. Results: The calculation is used upon
three methods mentioned above. The gaps of differences are quite substantial. In term of dispensing fee in outpatient
department was 11.42 Yuan, 6.94 Yuan and 3.21 Yuan (RMB), respectively. However, it in inpatient department
was 36.75 Yuan, 22.34 Yuan and 10. 34 Yuan, respectively. Conclusion; The amount of charging dispensing fee
selected from the study results is depended on policy target and government fiscal space.
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