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Status quo, challenges and recommendations of medical security systems for the vulnerable of
urban areas in Shanghai
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[ Abstract] The low-income as well as those falling into poverty resulting from illness and physical disabili-
ty, usually regarded as medically vulnerable, are in great need of medical security. This article described the
systems of basic medical insurance, medical assistance and supplemental medical insurance of Shanghai in de-
tails, discovered the challenges confronted by the systems in terms of coverage, health demand, equity and effi-
ciency. Finally, the directions and strategies of development were proposed, including the ways to strengthen
role definition and integration of the systems, to link expenditure with income to distinguish the objects, and to
pay more attention to those who join the residential medical insurance and to the demand in the basic health care
and chronic diseases.
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