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[ Abstract] The new initiatives of health reform undertaken recently in the US and the UK have caused great
impact and shock in their countries. The main goal of the US health reform is to expand health insurance coverage
and realize universal coverage, while the UK goal is to reform its risk sharing mechanism in health care finance, and
further separate government role from daily operation. Although their respective emphasis is different, the general di-
rection in both countries is same. That is to increase government role in health care financing and in macro-manage-
ment of health system, but reduce and withdraw government role from health care provision and micro-management.
This dual adjustment in government role has its implications for China’ s new health reform.
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