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Analysis on the benefit equity of hospitalization under New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme
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[ Abstract] Objective: Analyze the participating farmers’ benefit of hospitalization services utilization from
New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme in rural areas of Shaanxi Province. Method: Apply concentration index
and quintile group method to evaluate the absolute equity of hospitalization among participating farmers. Results:
The compensatory person-times concentration index and the compensatory expense concentration index of the par-
ticipating farmers which were divided in terms of economic levels in villages are 0. 142 and 0. 094. The compen-
satory person-times concentration index and the compensatory expense concentration index of the participating
farmers which were divided by the economic levels of their family are 0.253 and 0. 355. Conclusions: There is
inequity of the hospitalization benefit in the participating farmers under New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme
in Shaanxi Province. Higher inequity estimates obtained with the family-based economic index. But overall, the
degree of inequity is not significant.
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