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Health disparity between different socioeconomic groups in Chinese rural residents
QI Liang-shu, XU Shao-ying
School of Economic and Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To estimate health inequality between different socioeconomic groups among Chinese
rural residents. Data and method; Mainly based on data collected from rural fixed watch points in 31 provinces
of China from 2003 to 2006, we calculated concentration indices between different socioeconomic groups. Re-
sults: In Chinese rural residents, health inequality is in favor of groups with high socioeconomic status; health
inequality between different income groups is greater than that between different educational groups; low-income
and highly educated groups are at higher risks to suffer from chronic diseases. Discussion: Self-assessed health
status is more strongly associated with income than with education; the fact that higher-educated groups are more
inclined to suffer from chronic diseases is probably resulted from lack of physical exercises. Conclusion: It does
systematically existing cross-group health inequality among rural residents in China, however it is smaller than
health inequality among individuals.
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