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[ Abstract] Whether a health worker is willing to choose a rural job is determined by many influencing factors
including but not limited to income, opportunities for promotion. Discrete Choice Experiment ( DCE) is an innovative
approach to analyzing the trade-offs between these various influencing factors, and to measuring the relative impor-
tance of the factors in health professionals’ job preferences. In addition to its increasing use in human resources for
health, DCE can also be widely used in other areas of health services research, including study of willingness to join
a health insurance scheme, willingness to use certain types of health services. This paper introduces the basic princi-
ples of DCE, its applications in measuring health professionals’ job preferences, and its strength and weakness.
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