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Survey on the effect of primary medical institutions and evaluation of the implementation of
national essential medicines system in Chengdu

CHEN Qi-jun, HU Ming, LUO Kang, CHEN Xiao-yuan

West China School of Pharmacy, Sichuan University, Sichuan Chengdu 610041, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To evaluate the availability of national essential medicines and the preliminary implemen-
tation of national essential medicines system (NEMS) in the primary medical institutions in Chengdu. Methods ; Sur-
vey was conducted on 13 pilot community health centers (CHC) and 5 pilot township health centers (THC), and
prescriptions in May 2009 and 2010 in each institution were collected respectively to analyse the basic situation, a-
vailability of essential medicines, rational drug use. Results: Up to May of 2010, the deployment rate of essential
medicines of CHC and THC were 94.2% and 62.2% respectively; compared with May of 2009, the increase rate of
number of essential medicines out of total medicines on average per prescription were 9.6% and 31.0% respectively;
the increase rate of cost of essential medicines out of total cost on average per prescription were 57.6% and 118% re-
spectively; but there were no significant change in the number of prescriptions with injections, the number of pre-
scriptions with injections, and the number of prescriptions with hormones out of total prescription. Conclusions; The
responsibility of financial compensation went to a relative lowers administrative authority. the compensation are differ-
ent among institutions and districts. The selecting standard of NEM list was not clear and could not meet the needs of
primary medical service. The increased of essential medicines use could reduce the financial burden of medication,
but exert subtle influence on rational drug use and there was no incentive for medical staff to prescribe essential

medicines.
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