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Zero mark-up policy of essential medicines system in China: Problems and recommendations
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[ Abstract] The aim of the national essential medicines system is to ensure the people’s accessibility to quality
drugs. It is the key to the success of drug policy reform that the responses of the relevant stake-holders are consistent
with the designed objectives of the reform measures. The zero mark-up drug policy for primary health facilities brings
many problems it is not consistent with the situation that there exists great imbalance in economic development and
financing capacity between areas in China, there is no economic stimulus for primary health facilities to achieve the
policy objectives, and it hurts both the accessibility of the people to non-essential drugs and the objective of
“strengthening the primary health facilities”. To overcome these problems, the following alternative measures are rec-

ommended : price mark-up policy should be retained for essential drugs, and non-essential drugs should be permitted

to use in primary health facilities without price mark-up.
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