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A comparison analysis on drug price and sales volume before and after implementation of na-
tional essential medicines system in Fujian Province
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[ Abstract] Objective: To investigate the changes of price and sales volume of 18 essential medicines in primary
health institutions of Fujian province before and after national essential medicines system was implemented. Methods:
The standard method provided by Health Action Initiatives ( HAI) was adopted to analyze the prices of the 18 essen-
tial medicines. Results; Before the implementation of national essential medicines system, drug prices were higher
than international drug prices and some drugs’ Median Price Ratio (MPR) were high. But all the drug prices had
decreased after the system was implemented. The sales volume of the 18 drugs increased by 14.61% after the system
was implemented. Conclusions and Recommendations: The implementation of national essential medicines system is
effective in controlling drug prices and promoting sales volume. Prices of some drugs have not declined obviously and
sales volumes of some drugs have even reduced. This article recommends to increase financial support, to make rea-
sonable price policy and to encourage pharmaceutical enterprises to promote technology innovation in order to cut

down medical costs.
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