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The deliberative democracy in the process of making the health system reform policy
ZHANG Ping
School of Journalism, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China

[ Abstract] By examining the four newspapers’ reports about the process of making the health system reform
policy, this paper finds that the report and the decision-making form a certain degree of correlation interaction in the
process of raising issues, selecting the decision scheme and seeking the views of the community. The continued pub-
lic discussion which happens in the mass media discourse space has attracted much attention of central government,
and the reports insisting on folk or society position help a lot. The case shows that the public discussion which hap-
pens in the mass media discourse space can provide a new way to achieve the decision-making legally, but it’ s also

controlled deeply by central government.
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