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[ Abstract] Objective: This study aims to further develop the national essential medicines system and to provide
political evidences for reasonably promoting the transition of primary health care institutions’ revenue. Methods: The
study was conducted in 60 primary health care institutions across three provinces in the eastern, central and western
regions of China. A construct questionnaire is used to collect the data of total revenue and drug revenue. In addition,
a descriptive analysis is provided. Results; After the implementation of the national essential medicines system, the
total revenue of the investigated institutions increased, the drug revenue decreased in the eastern and central investi-
gated agencies, and the drug income proportion declined obviously. It declined by up to 14.37% in eastern, 7.41%
in central, and 2.41% in western respectively. Conclusions: The implementation of national essential medicines sys-
tem was conducive to reverse the high ‘drug revenue proportion’ , but required the establishment of a long-term com-
pensation mechanism and sufficient government’ s financing to ensure the sustainable implementation of the national

essential medicines system.
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