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Essential medicines system reform in China: Achievements and challenges
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[ Abstract] The paper has summarized the achievements, issues and policy recommendations for implementing
essential medicines system in China since 2009. A series of national policies have been established which include es-
sential medicine list, production, quality supervision, pricing, tendering and procurement, rational use of essential
medicines, monitoring and evaluation. About 98. 8% public primary health institutions and 41. 5% village health
posts have been conducted the essential medicines system and zero mark-up on sale. However, the 307 essential
medicines could not meet the need of medical service in the grass-root health facilities, it will be impact on the vol-
ume and quality of health care services, local government was required to give financial subsidy for the loss caused by
zero mark-up. The coverage of essential medicine system needs to be expanded into secondary and tertiary hospitals
as well as private health sector. The essential medicines list needs to be dynamically adjusted. The balance between
the price cutting and quality assurance of essential medicines should be paid more attention. The scientific method of

pricing of essential medicines and designated manufacturer to produce some essential medicines needs to be exploited.
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