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[ Abstract] Objectives: To comparatively analyze twenty-two selected China provincial supplementary essential
medicines lists (PEML) with the WHO 2011 model list for revision of national and provincial lists. Method: Matc-
hing PEML medicines into the spreadsheet of historical master list (1977—2011) available on WHO website. Re-
sults: The consideration of PEML selection includes target diseases, fixed selection scope, and medicines related re-
quirements. Totally 591 western medicines were supplemented to the national list and other 66 were national ones
with additional forms. 87 products are both on the WHO and provincial lists while others are not recommended by
WHO, including those already deleted from the model list. The listing frequency of 57 medicines is above 50% in 22
provinces. Conclusion and recommendation: There is difference between provincial and WHO model lists, which
could be taken as the benchmark evidence for lists revision. The selection criteria should be specified and the method

needs to be transferred from expert based to evidence based.
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