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The main practices and implications of public hospital reform in France
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[ Abstract] In response to economic crisis and population aging, French public hospitals lunched a reform tar-
geted mainly on cost control. The reform focuses on service system, management system and compensation mechanism
for public hospitals. Specific measures include: i) establishing regional health administration bureaus; formulating
regional health plans; setting objectives and clarifying functional orientation of development of public hospitals; ii)
through building governance structure with clear authorities and responsibilities as well as signing performance man-
agement contracts, presidents of public hospitals own greater independent rights of management and operation under
governmental macro-administration; iii) the government controls medical service costs through multiple approaches
such as strengthening budget management and reform of payment method; and iv) enhancing certification and evalua-
tion of public hospitals. The reform is characterized mainly by strengthening the planning and integration of medical
resources ; promoting contract system between public hospitals and regional health administration bureaus; clarifying
the authorities and responsibilities of all parties involved in governance of public hospitals; and improving resource u-
tilization efficiency through controlling medical expenses. It also provides a sound reference for the reform of public

hospitals in China.
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