Chinese Journal of Health Policy, August 2012, Vol. 5 No. 8

- HITIRR -

PRBANERIEEZERANTERZMEREN

Sara Bennett'* | Adrijana Corluka', Jane Doherty”, Viroj Tangcharoensathien®, Walaiporn Patcharanarumol®, Amar
Jesani*, Joseph Kyabaggu’, Grace Namaganda’, A M Zakir Hussain®, Ama de-Graft Aikins’
AMELEAFN AT ¥R XEIZEZNERME

BAEREHZERFALTA¥R HEABRAHE

EffTERKTME HEZSH

MEHEEERE HE&ZE

ARTAESHLERENFARTC BFEK M

M ST K8 BB Amdr

K E Jma

(4 Z]ES5k, P AOKNE R T A B R RINMGHES 8RN, RE A THAH TN A A
REMBHAZFES, ARG BARA: (1)AE P, AKANEB R P 2 A BURAT LA 3 T A BUR 69 U2
BB, #AT BEFIREITEG TR (2) IR AIEARH XL NERGTRER X IH T, WKANBE R
0 A B RAM EAEBREERBAER , AR AEZ L, mth PE. ddE. B TEAFAHRR
T 6 RIEABEKARIM I ECIRTR, FF R0 G 36 T A 3E B 4L 28 7 PT K 5 Ao 3 A BURE 70 BURAF oA
o REIATEE LR E T M 515 & 547 A F TAEA I Ao Al ) 540 2 A BEAT F 25 M) Koz ik , A B AT 25 4
FERATEREMFFT AT AP AHEMM ML A B ROBCRAEAME T EX TR, X LR
BAZTHRE, SHRFLSHFAMXGFR, M RBOE A TE . RGN B TGP R AR i ), X
ATt THER S UNBUFRBRAGERAFE, BN ERRR—BAFLRE, Z2F 500G
BUFBE R KILRAGE S, EXFHHRAARS LS T @, AIAXERE, L P a1 LR BHBRR
B, TEM GG AR, ARERREZITRBECEFY AN EMX R, BHANM LG BT E 6
EX K AR E AL F B, BOF R 30450 @ ls e S K e B X,

[ K423 | BOR 9475 BORATR
PE > ESRI97.1 X #kAFRA: A doi: 10.3969/j. issn. 1674-2982.2012. 08. 009

N N L AW =

Influencing policy change: The experience of health think tanks in low-and middle-

income countries

Sara Bennett' , Adrijana Corluka', Jane Doherty®, Viroj Tangcharoensathien’ , Walaiporn Patcharanarumol’ , Amar
Jesani® | Joseph Kyabaggu®, Grace Namaganda®, A M Zakir Hussain®, Ama de-Graft Aikins’

Johns Hopkins School of Public Health, Baltimore, MD , United States

School of Public Health, University of Witwatersrand, Johanneburg, South Africa

International Health Policy Program, Bankok, Tailand

Anusandhan Trust, Mumbai, India

African Centre for Global Health and Social Transformation, Kampala, Uganda

Independent consultant, Bangladesh

A A

University of Ghana, Ghana

* AEZ WA :Sara Bennett, 4, @ #804% , EEMFT 7 0y TABOR 5K Z . E-mail: shennett@ jhsph. edu
A SR S W Health Policy and Planning 2012327 :194-203 , doi ; 10. 1093/ heapol/ czr035 , W& A5 U

34



Hh [ A R WSS 2012 4F 8 H 5 5 454 8 1]

[ Abstract] In recent years there has been a growth in the number of independent health policy analysis institu-
tes in low-and middle-income countries which has occurred in response to the limitation of government analytical ca-
pacity and pressures associated with democratization. This study aimed to: (i) investigate the contribution made by
health policy analysis institutes in low-and middle-income countries to health policy agenda setting, formulation, im-
plementation and monitoring and evaluation; and (ii) assess which factors, including organizational form and struc-
ture, support the role of health policy analysis institutes in low-and middle-income countries in terms of positively
contributing to health policy. Six case studies of health policy analysis institutes in Bangladesh, Ghana, India, South
Africa, Uganda and Vietnam were conducted including two NGOs, two university and two government-owned policy
analysis institutes. Case studies drew on document review, analysis of financial information, semi-structured inter-
views with staff and other stakeholders, and iterative feedback of draft findings. Some of the institutes had made major
contributions to policy development in their respective countries. All of the institutes were actively engaged in provi-
ding policy advice and most undertook policy-relevant research. Relatively few were engaged in conducting policy dia-
logues, or systematic reviews, or commissioning research. Much of the work undertaken by institutes was driven by
requests from government or donors, and the primary outputs for most institutes were research reports, frequently
combined with verbal briefings. Several factors were critical in supporting effective policy engagement. These includ-
ed a supportive policy environment, some degree of independence in governance and financing, and strong links to
policy makers that facilitate trust and influence. While the formal relationship of the institute to government was not

found to be critical, units within government faced considerable difficulties.
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