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Integrated healthcare system: International perspective and Chinese practices
DAI Tao, CHEN Yao, WEI Xiao
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[ Abstract] To confront the challenges of aging, health services fragmentation, and so on, most countries and
regions have developed integration reform of healthcare system that includes the contents of health service delivery,
governance mechanism, organization and management, financial and payment, and the forms of horizontal and verti-
cal integration, real and virtual integration. After health system reform, some reforms have been implemented in sev-
eral cities of China, especially in public hospitals pilot cities. These practices have different characteristics: ] ) the
drive of government is the main reform motive. ij ) virtual integrations through medical technique are more operable
and flexible. iii) The integration degree of Hospital trusteeship and contract-type medical association have higher be-
cause of referring to asset management. iV ) The real integration of medical conglomeration & merger has more abili-

ties to allocate health resources. However, there are some drawbacks to integrate the health system, such as hierar-
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chical management, the hospitals expansion need, the link-up between hospitals and primary-level institutions, the

patients’ free flow will and free visits policies of health insurance, etc. The possible strategies include: j ) Combi-

ning government and market regulation. ij ) The integration should suit local conditions and be developed step by

step. il ) Developing payment and other reforms to establish the incentive mechanism of integration. iv ) The integra-

tion should be got to public hospital management and mechanism reform.
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