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Analysis on the relationship between pooling outpatients and preventing catastrophic risks
JIAN Wei-yan
School of Public Health, Peking University, Beijing 100191, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To test the linkage between pooling outpatients and the catastrophic risk prevention.
Method ; Data were drawn from the open access database of National Health Household Survey (NHSS) in 2008. The
information about outpatient reimbursement, needs and utilizaiton of inpatient services and social-economic status in
94 sample regions were collected. Using inpatient need, medical expenditure, indirect expenditure and length of stay
(LOS) as dependent variables, respectively, and the proportion of outpatients reimbursed as independent variable
regression analysis were carried out. Results: When proportion of outpatients reimbursed increased one percent, inpa-
tient need decreased 0. 03 percent, average indirect inpatient expenditure reduced 0. 02 percent and average 1.OS
shortened 0. 04 days; while medical expenditure had not any statistically significant changes. Conclusion: Some evi-
dences had been received to support that pooling outpatient benefits the prevention of catastrophic risks. However,

further robust impact evaluations need to do for providing more reliable evidences.
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