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Comparative analysis on the price of essential medicines; Based on the sample survey of prima-
ry health care institutions and pharmacies in 18 provinces
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[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the status of essential medicine’ price and difference between the regions and
facilities in China. Methods: A sample survey of 18 essential medicines in primary health care institutions and phar-
macies of 18 provinces in 2010 and 2011 was used for data collection ; descriptive analysis was carried out for different
aims of data analysis. Results: The price of the essential medicine is relative low and the daily fee counts only 0. 1%
to 6% of the urban residents’ daily income. The price has decreased in 2011. The difference of essential medicine
price between 18 provinces is significant and some of the essential medicines in the western region have a higher price
than other areas. The essential medicines in primary health care institutions generally have a lower price than in phar-
macies. Conclusions: In order to promote essential medicines price competition, rational use of medicine and the
price management should be improved, the pharmaceutical dosage form, the process of bidding should be standard-

ized and the bidding mode could be adapted in different regions.
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