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[ Abstract] Objective: To compare the change of outpatient visits and cost before and after the implementation
of national essential medicines system between community health service centers and township health centers. Meth-
ods; Monthly outpatient visits and cost of 9 community health service centers and 17 township health centers of a city,
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region from 2009 to 2011 are collected. Interrupted time-series analysis method is used
to analyze the data. Result; After the implementation of national essential medicines system, for community health
service centers, the level and slope of outpatient visits and outpatients medicine cost didn’ t change, the level of out-

patients medical cost declined and the slope increased, the level of outpatients cost declined and the slope didn’ t
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change ; for township health centers, the level of outpatient visits increased and the slope declined, the level of outpa-

tients medicine cost declined and the slope didn’t change, the level of outpatients medical cost didn’t change and

the slope increased, the level and the slope of outpatients cost didn’t change. Conclusion: After the implementation

of national essential medicines system, the change of outpatient visits is quite different between community health

service centers run by public hospitals and township health centers run by government directly, which may be related

to the difference in service object, relationship with higher level hospitals, degree of limitation to non-essential drug,

proportion of administrative establishment and wage system between two kinds of institutions.

[ Key words] Essential medicines system; Outpatient service; Medical cost; Interrupted time series analysis
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