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[ Abstract] Objective: To study the change tendency of outpatient visits and inpatient admission among pa-
tients with New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme ( NRCMS) after the implementation of national essential medi-
cines system, and provide reference to formulating relevant policies. Methods: Using interrupted time series ( ITS)
study design, we collected the NRCMS data from Jan 2009 to Oct 2011 in one city of Yunnan Province and conduct
segmented regression analysis. Results: After the implementation of national essential medicines system, outpatient
visits from patients with NRCMS at township medical institutions have slow growth but those at the county level med-
ical institutions increased rapidly, and the proportion of outpatient visits at the county level medical institutions in

total outpatient visits of patients with NRCMS increased ; inpatients admissions from patients with NRCMS at town-
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ship level medical institutions have reduced but those at or above the county level medical institutions have in-

creased, and the proportion of inpatients admissions at or above the county level medical institutions in total inpa-

tients admissions of patients with NRCMS increased. Conclusions: The implementation of national essential medi-

cines system may make the patients with NRCMS more inclined to seek a healthcare at or above the county level

medical institutions because of a variety of reasons,such as it limited the number of medicines at township medical

institutions , the compensation of primary medical institutions was not enough and the medicine for primary medical

institutions was not serviced in time. Therefore, we must take full account of the diverse requirement for medicines

of different regions when formulating essential medicine list ,we should formulate and implement sound compensa-

tion policies in the process of implementation of the essential drug system,but also to strengthen the assessment of

the pharmaceutical supply and distribution enterprises.

[ Key words] Essential medicines system; New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme ; Outpatient visits; Inpatient
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