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[ Abstract] Objective: To compare the operation trend between Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) and general
hospitals. Methods: We carried out descriptive analysis of human resources, health services delivery, and income re-
ported nationwide from 1993 to 2010. Results: During these years, the percentage of TCM physicians practicing in
country TCM hospitals decreased from 62. 5% to 38.3% ; the daily number of inpatients and outpatients per doctor in
county TCM hospitals decreased; the daily number of inpatients per doctor decreased in county hospitals,but grew in
county general hospitals. Herbal medicine respectively accounted for 35. 0% to 40. 9% and 10. 8% to 14.2% of outpa-
tient and inpatient medication income in county TCM hospitals. Conclusions: From 2003 to 2010, county TCM hospitals
had less TCM human resources than before and were less efficient than county general hospitals. The breakdown of rev-
enue for TCM and general hospitals gradually became similar, and herbal medicines accounted for a lesser proportion of
revenue than western medicine. However, county TCM hospitals prioritized outpatient services, and county general hos-
pitals prioritized inpatient services. Suggestions; We suggest creating incentives for TCM physicians, training TCM phy-
sicians, reducing the cost of TCM services ( especially outpatient services) , and expanding the coverage of TCM outpa-

tient services by classifying diseases in the New Rural Cooperative Medical Scheme.
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