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The changes and influencing factors on catastrophic health expenditures before and after new
health care reform: Based on the sample survey in Mei County, Shaanxi Province
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[ Abstract] Objective: Evaluating new health care reform policy through analyzing the changes and influencing
factors on catastrophic health expenditure in Shaanxi Province. Methods: Using household survey data, this paper
compares the incidence of catastrophic health care expenditure, average distance, relative distance and concentration
index in 2009 and 2011. It also analyzes the change and influencing factors of catastrophic health expenditure. Re-
sults: The out-of-pocket medical expenditure in high-income group has decreased while that in low-income group has
rised. Under different defined standards, the incidence of catastrophic health care expenditure, average distance and
relative distance of health care all have decreased, while the concentration index has increased. The influence of an
aging population becomes more significant. Conclusion; The government should continue improving the essential in-
surance system, promoting universal coverage, improving income level , strengthening the support for the poor popula-

tion, improving the equity focusing the aging population and improve the education level.
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