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[ Abstract] Objective: In this paper, we analyze the effects of implementing essential medicine system in
Henan and provide suggestions for perfecting policy. Methods : We selected key indicators and collected data from pri-
mary healthcare institutions in three cities and six districts or counties. We compared the availability, affordability,
and rational use of essential medicine before and after the reforms. Results; The delivery and utilization rate of essen-
tial medicine increased year on year. Availability improved, but some medical staff thought availability did not meet
the demand of treatment. The wholesale and retail prices of essential medicine were both fell. Staff and patients were
satisfied with the reformed prices and affordability. The rational use of drugs was relieved, and community health cen-
ters were better than health clinics in towns and townships. Conclusions; We suggest creating selection principles for
local essential medicine lists as soon as possible. We also suggest replacing the double-envelope evaluation mode with
a comprehensive evaluation method, improving drug management in health clinics in towns and townships, and im-

proving education on essential medicine so that medical staffs and patients have realistic expectations.
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