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[ Abstract] Objectives: In this paper, we discuss the development and equity of national essential public health
services, and provide references for the sustainable development of these services. Methods: We analyzed financing,
staffing, and service delivery at community and township health centers in 15 counties in Anhui, Henan, and
Chongqing. We calculated the Gini coefficient to evaluate equity. Results: We found that financing for essential pub-
lic health services has gradually increased and that subsidies were more than RMB 25 per capita in 2011. The quanti-
ty of personnel in primary health care institutions had increased, but personnel needed to be distributed more equita-
bly. Primary health care services, in particular, child and maternal health services, were being more equitably pro-
vided. Management of hypertension and diabetes had also been standardized to a much greater extent. Conclusions
Some imbalances still remain in the financing of essential public health care, and there is still a shortage of trained
public health care staff. Service delivery also needs to be continually improved. We recommend paying more attention
to cost estimates of essential public health services, training and developing health care staff, and making well-con-
sidered decisions about which services to focus on. We also recommend establishing a quality-oriented performance e-

valuation mechanism and innovating on the service-delivery model.
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