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[ Abstract] Objectives: In this paper, we compare the status of smoking and tobacco control measures in public
places in Beijing before and after the Chinese Ministry of Health banned smoking indoors in public places. Methods:
We designed questionnaires to be given to a complex sample survey spread across 326 public restaurants, cyber ca-
fes, hospitals, railway stations, and long-haul bus stations in urban Beijing. Results: Of these 5 types of public
places, the most smoking was observed in cyber-cafes, which went from 93. 8% before the smoking ban down to
75. 6% after the ban. There were no significant changes in the other 4 types of places. Dissuasion of smoking by staff
was observed no more than 10% in cyber-cafes and restaurants. The presence of ‘no smoking’ signs in restaurants
went from 49. 7% to 81. 7% . The ashtrays and lighters were more absent in cyber-cafes, restaurants and hospitals.
63. 6% of long-haul bus stations and 50. 0% of railway stations still sold cigarettes after the smoking ban. 70. 6% of
hospitals had anti-smoking posters or bulletin boards, and all the other 4 types of places were no more than 50% .
Conclusions ; After 3 months of the smoking ban, smoking in most public places was still common in urban Beijing.

The smoking ban had a weak effect on tobacco control in those public places of Beijing. We suggest that further inves-
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tigations should be conducted to determine the reasons and influencing factors of weak effects of the smoking ban. We

also suggest setting up a long-term dynamic surveillance to evaluate this policy, clarify the penalty clause and supervi-

sory department, and improve the prevalence of tobacco control measures in public places.
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