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Policy analysis on the catastrophic disease insurance of New Rural Cooperative Medical
Scheme in China
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[ Abstract] Objective: To review the development process of the catastrophic disease insurance of New Rural
Cooperative Medical Scheme (NRCMS) in China, with use of quantitative analysis to evaluate the effect of this policy
and to provide policy suggestions. Methods: A qualitative research method was used to analyze catastrophic disease
insurance, and descriptive statistic method was used on data analysis. Results: Since 2010 when the catastrophic dis-
ease insurance was launched in NRCMS, the pilot and disease types were continually expanded. There were nearly 1
million patients sharing this benefit in the year 2012, with the average actual reimbursement rate being 65.39% .
Conclusion; The implementation of catastrophic disease insurance was handled well and it achieved the basic goal of
this policy. The disparity between regions should be noticed, however, and the policy’s sustainable development is
still facing challenges. Suggestions; Utilize different means to improve the benefits provided by catastrophic disease
insurance, as well as investigate further its relationship to NRCMS insurance. The supervision and evaluation of the

policy’s outcomes also need to be examined in more detail.
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