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The effect and influence of closing live poultry markets to control and prevent human avian in-
fluenza infection

TAN Zhao-ying, SHEN Ya, YANG Dan-dan

Jiangsu Provincial Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Jiangsu Nanjing 210009, China

[ Abstract] Live poultry markets are a critical risk factor for urban populations infected with avian influenza.
Closing the live poultry markets could reduce the risk of public exposure, but would not fundamentally eliminate the
potential for exposure. The true source of risk is the high infection rate of wild birds as well as dispersed and disor-
ganized poultry farming practices. Source is the key control point for avian influenza. Therefore, shutting down live
poultry markets is not a complete solution to changing the spectrum of infection and limiting the spread of avian influ-
enza. Shutting down live poultry markets will have a limited impact on the chain of infection, and will only serve to
deprive consumers of their right to choose. Looking to the future, this approach is also likely to have negative conse-
quences for the healthy development of the poultry industry, and with it further impacts to societal and economic de-

velopment.
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