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Does stents related health technology assessment have an impact on health policies in China.
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[ Abstract] Objective: This study aimed to examine the relationship between researches on stents and related
policies in China. Methods: The study reviewed and compared published scientific articles and policy documents re-
lated to stents. We retrieved literature and guidelines from China National Knowledge Infrastructure ( CNKI) and
PubMed databases using “stent” as the key word, and searched policy documents in websites of the Chinese Ministry
of Health and related websites of Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou. Results; Numbers of stent related papers are in-
creasing both in Chinese and English. The number of Chinese systematic reviews and meta-analysis is too small to
draw a conclusion. These papers are mainly about safety and effectiveness, but lack of content about cost effective-
ness. We also found six policy documents regarding tendering procurement, price management and technique man-

agement standard. The first two types of policies may have some connection with cost related articles; however, the
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third one has no connection with stent related articles. Conclusions: Although there are many studies on stents, there
is still a lack of cost-related studies to address this important health policy aspect in China. The indication of stents,

especially drug eluting stents ( DES) in guideline is consistent with the evidence from the technology evaluations.

However, other policy documents were still lack of evidence.

[ Key words] Stents; Drug eluting stents; Health technology assessment; Policy making
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