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[ Abstract] Objective: This paper is to explore the correspondence between health technology assessments and
policies on hip replacements in China by comparing research on hip replacements with policies issued by the Ministry
of Health. Methods: This study retrieved systematic reviews and meta-analyses on hip replacements from 1975 to
2012 and collected Ministry of Health policies on hip replacements, and analyzed these policies in light of the re-
search done. Results: The Ministry of Health released its first policy on hip replacements in 2005 for approving hip
replacement applications. However, the influence of health technology assessments in this policy was not evident. In
2009, two policies related to single-disease quality control were released, and there is evidence that these policies

were partly informed by meta-analysis of hip replacements. The latest policies on hip replacements were released in
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2012. These policies reflect meta-analyses published between 2009 and 2012. Conclusions; Although it has not al-

ways been the case, health technology assessments-including systematic reviews and meta-analyses-are now being

considered by the Ministry of Health when they formulate national policies on hip replacements.
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