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The behavior boundary and system structure of food safety regulation
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[ Abstract] It is the inherent responsibility of the government to safeguard the food safety. However, reaching
the goal of realizing the food safety management merely depending on government is far away from hard. Restricted by
conditions such as the government goals, regulation resources, there are behavior boundaries in government regula-
tion. Considering that there are substitute factors other than government, there are three system structures of food
safety regulation in the broader sense, namely, the Private Contract plus Law Enforcement of the Court, the Private
Contract plus Law Enforcement of the Court plus Government Regulation, and the Private Contract plus Law Enforce-
ment of the Court plus Society Participation plus Government Regulation. The logical order of choosing the food safety
regulation behaviors is private contract first, government regulation second, society supervision third and law enforce-
ment of the court last. To improve the efficiency of food safety regulation, it is a requirement to switch from govern-
ment monopolistic regulation to multivariate cooperation management. The key to building the multivariate cooperative
management system of food safety is the organic combination of government regulation, public participation, media

supervision, producer’s self-disciplinary and customer protection.
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