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[ Abstract] Objective: The objective of this study was to evaluate the impact of the implementation of national
essential medicine system on medicine price and availability in retail pharmacies in Shaanxi Province and to provide
further insight into the policy adjustment. Method: By using a standardized methodology (2008 Edition) developed
by the World Health Organization ( WHO) and Health Action International ( HAI) , we surveyed 36 and 72 retail
pharmacies in 6 cities of Shaanxi Province in 2010 and 2012, respectively. Data on the prices, availability and af-
fordability of 44 medicines collected in two surveys were compared. Results: The availability of originator brands and
the lowest priced generics was slightly lower in 2012 than in 2010. The retail price of originator brands decreased ob-
viously and the retail price of the lowest priced generics increased, especially for the medicines treating chronic disea-
ses. The affordability improved through the two years. Conclusions: The prices of originator brands were higher, al-
though affordability was better, there were concerning decreases in medicines availability in retail pharmacies in 2012
comparing to 2010. The government may consider to adjust the pricing mechanism and provide more support to retail

pharmacies. The retail pharmacies should improve the level of pharmaceutical care services, enhance the concept of
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brand management, and decrease the prices of chronic medicines appropriately to reduce patients’ burden of medical

treatment. Meanwhile, we should conduct research on medicine price components to avoid the situation that some

high price medicines affect patients’ affordability.
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