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[ Abstract] Objective: To describe the effects of separating drug sales from medical services in public hospitals
since health care reform in China. Methods: Using academic databases and official websites at home and abroad, this
paper reviewed the policy’s regulations, measurements, and effects since health care reform in China. We analyzed
the policy based on control-knob theory. Results: There were thirty-five articles, 21 of which described the measure-
ment and strategies and 14 of which described effects. After 2009, Wuhu, Beijing, Shenzhen and Shanghai were the
focus of research. Beijing and Shenzhen both used the five control knobs whereas Wuhu and Shanghai used four ( the
behavior knob was excluded). In the short term, these strategies have produced some good results, such as reducing
the burden on patients. However, there is still an economic relationship between doctors and drug sales. Conclusion ;
Separating drug sales from medical services is a synthetical and comprehensive policy that focuses on reimbursement
and highlights the necessity of properly increasing funding, perfecting organizational structure, and strengthening reg-

ulation. Recently, there have been some good results, but an economic relationship still exists. This paper recom-
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mended that more equal compensation system should be established based on a pricing mechanism that reflects medi-

cal service value. The medical insurance of total prepayment should also be refined.

[Key words ] Separating drug sales from medical services; Public hospital; Health system reform;
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