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[ Abstract] Objective: To understand the expenditure and reasons for purchasing medicines in retail drug phar-
macies in Beijing. Methods; Data was collected by questionnaire through stratified sampling and typical sampling,
Results ; Purchasing medicines for non-local residents accounted for 25. 02% , and purchasing medicines for local res-
idents accounted for 74. 98%. Per capita consumption of Tong Ren Tang is higher than other pharmacies, and per ca-
pita consumption of non-local residents is higher than local residents in drug retail pharmacies. Expenditure on medi-
cines for non-local residents is 6. 579 billion yuan, accounting for 25. 41% of drug income of retail pharmacies. The
expenditure on medicines for non-local residents accounts for 49. 47% in Tong Ren Tang and 23. 76% in other phar-
macies. Non-local residents chose to purchase medicines at Tong Ren Tang because of its brand advantage, and they
chose to purchase medicines at other pharmacies because it is more convenient. 67.60% of local residents have
health insurance. Regardless of whether residents have health insurance, most choose to purchase medicines at phar-
macies because it is convenient. Conclusion: Non-local residents medicine purchasing is one of the main reasons for
the high proportion of pharmaceuticals expenditure at retail pharmacies. Most non-local residents purchased medicine
in leading brand accidentally. Although retail pharmacies attracted a certain number of patients with medical insur-

ance, these patients tend to purchase medicine at hospitals. Suggestion ; Beijing should make full use of its advantage
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in medical resource and traditional medicine for health industry development. In order to alleviate the burden on med-

ical expenditure, retail pharmacies should be taken into the coverage of medical insurance or patients with medical in-

surance should be guided to visit a doctor appropriately.
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