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Universal health coverage: A global activity requiring further research
YUAN Bei-bet
China Center for Health Development Studies, Peking University , Beijing 100191, China

[ Abstract] Universal health coverage (UHC) is the goal of health system development and health policy in
many countries, but it cannot be achieved without specific policies and measures. Research plays an important role in
the design and evaluation of health polices and has been emphasized more and more. This article analyzes how re-
search has contributed to UHC strategies and how research is used to evaluate the impact of these strategies on serv-
ices access, financial risk protection and health promotion. Based on the role of research during the development of
UHC and existing problems, this paper proposes that in order to achieve UHC in China, researchers should improve
the quality of the research, synthesize and make use of existing high-quality research, and transfer research outcomes

to policy.

[ Key words] Universal health coverage; Evidence-based policy making; Health service access; Financial risk

protection ; Health promotion
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