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Exploring the utility of institutional theory in analysing international health agency stasis
and change
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[ Abstract] Of recent interest is the capacity of international health agencies to adapt to changes in the global
health environment and country needs. Yet, little is known about the potential benefits of using social science institu-
tional theory, such as path dependency and institutional change theory, to explain why some international agencies,
such as the WHO and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, fail to adapt, whereas others, such
as the World Bank and UNAIDS, have. This article suggests that these institutional theories can help to better under-

stand these differences in international agency adaptive capacity, while highlighting new areas of policy research and

analysis.
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