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Applying structure equation model to health policy and systems research: A systematic review
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West China School of Pharmacy, Sichuan University, Sichuan Chengdu 610041, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the application status of structure equation model (SEM) in the domestic
health policy and systems research to provide suggestions for further research. Methods: The domestic empirical liter-
atures were collected with systematic review. The data was analyzed from aspects of study perspective, contents and
methods. Results: 121 literatures were enrolled, including 58 dissertations and 63 journal articles. Research focused
on health financing and human resources, health services delivery, health governance and others, from perspectives
of individual (the whole society) , health organizations, health care institutions and enterprises. In terms of methodolo-
gy, this paper differed in theoretical foundation of model construction, sampling basis, and characteristics of sample da-
ta, parameter estimation and model fitting evaluation. There is still some deficiency. Conclusion: The applications of
SEM in health policy and systems research have covered a wide range and proved to be of great significance, but the

breadth and depth of research should be further developed and the application of SEM should be further improved.
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